Celebrating 125 Years
of God’s Faithfulness

Mission
With God’s love we
embrace one another,
our neighbors, and
all creation.

Vision
Doing God’s work with
our hands by
providing:
Spiritual growth for all
Opportunities for
living out our
Christian faith
Support of our mission
and ministries

Church Values
TRUST and LOVE
Jesus Christ
COMMIT to living
God’s Word
PRACTICE
hospitality with
welcoming and
kindness

RESPECT and CARE
for all creation
SERVE our
community
LIVE as generous
stewards

First Lutheran Church
Historical Narrative
1992-2017
Spirit!
The Swedish forebearers who planted what became
First Lutheran Church brought with them their love for
the Lord and for one another, and the results of this
love have been seen down through the years. First
Lutheran has been a wonderfully caring congregation:
An organized structure exists to respond to needs of
the congregation and community, plus we are blessed
with folks who are alert and just simply reach out when
they are concerned.
The congregation’s long history of being there for one
another and keeping the bond strong has been a big
help in getting through bumps and tough times. The
bond we have as brothers and sisters in Christ has
held, and we have made it through conflicts and hurts
that have come along. We are stronger than ever, and
so we move forward, seeking to follow our Lord Jesus
and to embrace one another. As we begin the next
phase of our journey, it is an “Onward Christian
Soldiers” moment: Our heritage and great spirit as
God’s people will help accomplish great things at First
Lutheran Church.

Our heritage and great
spirit as God’s people
will help accomplish
great things at First
Lutheran Church.
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“A Day or 125 Years in the Life of the Church”
Friday, July 28, 2017, Aitkin, Minnesota – First Lutheran Church
7:30 a.m. – Men in Mission Breakfast/Bible Study – We looked at a passage from II Kings 4:1-7 where a man of God died - leaving his wife and two
sons broke and owing lots of money. All his widow had left was a little pot
of oil. The creditors insisted on making the two sons serve as slaves to pay
off the debt. The widow begged God’s prophet, Elisha, for help. Elisha instructed her to gather as many pots from her friends and neighbors as she
could. Pots were precious in those days. But, people shared. Then, following Elisha’s instruction, the woman proceeded to pour oil from her little pot
into all these other pots. When the borrowed pots were all full, the oil
stopped flowing. Then Elisha instructed her to sell the precious oil to pay
off her debt and to support her and her sons into the future. It is a miracle.
One woman trusted God. Neighbors shared. God provided. Her family was
saved from slavery.
The Men’s Breakfast group then talked about us sharing our own pots. We
talked about people we know who could definitely use some more of God’s
oil to meet their life’s needs. We talked about the three suicides that have
happened in our community in the past month. We talked about how many
other terrible things happen to people in this world. We talked about how many kids, families, people are living desperate, seemingly hopeless lives right here in Aitkin. They need God’s life-giving oil.
11:00 a.m. – Funeral for a 92 year old child of God – It was our third funeral in four days. Once again the sanctuary
was filled with members of this faith family grieving, comforting, supporting each other and the families of the departed loved ones. Once again, the women and men of this church prepared a fine meal, served and cleaned up afterward. Spit-shined the building and welcomed close friends and strangers with the embrace and comfort of Jesus.
1:30 p.m. – Pre-surgery visit for an 8-year-old child of God - She and her family have been battling a serious health
problem for 2 ½ years with little success. The scheduled surgery has hopeful percentages of success. This little girl is
proud and excited that her name has been included in our bulletin, and in our hearts, for prayers of healing. And we
pray for her parents and siblings as well.
3:00 p.m. – Contested Omnibus Hearing for a 30 something child of God – This young person and their family are battling to be spared from a sentence that could mean this individual spending double digit years locked away in prison.
Brothers and sisters in Christ sat in the courtroom too, seeing the need for justice, but also hopeful for compassion
and a new and forgiven start for the future.
5:00 p.m. – Relay for Life event at the Aitkin County Fairgrounds – Hundreds of people gathered to join in solidarity
with the dozens of cancer survivors who were honored. Hundreds of others, who lost their lives to cancer were later
memorialized with candles burning in the darkness. I saw many of your brothers and sisters in Christ setting up displays, staffing booths, serving food, placing luminaries and walking in the parade of survivors. Tens of thousands of
dollars were raised to end cancer.
By 8:00 p.m., I was home. I went for a walk and thought about the events and people of the day. I soaked up the
beauty of the setting sun. I felt the love of God lift the weight of the world from my shoulders. By 10:00 p.m., I’d fallen
asleep reading the paper. I went to bed and prayed for God to help us all, and to keep us safely in God’s loving care.
Especially my own family and all those in special need.
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At 1:00 a.m., the last of the Relay for Life folks shut off the lights at the fairgrounds and went home to bed. Some of
God’s people stayed up all night – at the hospital, jail, nursing homes, in the police cars and ambulances, loved ones
standing vigil near deathbeds, young moms nursing newborns, and who knows how many others. And God waited
with them. And God waits with us.
We learned this again on Friday, 7:30 a.m., as some of God’s people gathered together in God’s Word. Someone in
need trusts God. Neighbors share. God provides. Lives are saved, right now and for all of eternity. All one in Christ.
God has faithfully loved and cared for people and creation for the past 125 years here. Thanks be to God. Thank you
for being a part of the Body of Christ here in this place.
Pastor Darrell

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ!
Paul’s greeting to the almost brand new church of Ephesus seems as apt
today as it did 2000 years ago. Even though we are celebrating the 125 th
anniversary of the creation of First Lutheran Church of Aitkin this year, we
are still something new today. We walk today holding the traditions of all
those that came before us in one hand and the exciting new possibilities of
the future in the other.
I am honored to now be a part of the storied tradition of 1 st Lutheran. Looking through the list of pastors that served, it is a privilege to now be a member. There have been 125 years of hard work and at times great pain to get
1st to where it is now.
I cannot say I have ever been more excited than when I heard I was being
called to serve here. It has been a long journey that God has taken me on
to lead me here. I was born in Morris, MN but spent most of my childhood
in North Branch MN. Church was always a big part of my life. In middle
school my family ended up being part of a mission start up church. We
were one of those core families that were there almost every Sunday. I was one of 2 confirmands in our first confirmation ceremony. I was active throughout high school in youth group as well going on trips and running our sound
system. After High School at UMD I was part of Lutheran Campus Ministry with Pastor Doug Paulson. For 3 summers of college I worked at Luther Point Bible camp. And it wasn’t until after all of that did I even consider becoming a Pastor. All I can say is that while God may have been preparing me for this my entire life I wish God would
have let me in on that calling a little sooner. After Graduation I worked for a few years as a youth director in Duluth
and then started seminary at Luther in St Paul. Seminary was a profound and eye opening experience that challenged and grew my faith more than I could have imagined.
Along in this incredible journey I have been joined by my amazing wife Samarah, and my 2 adorable daughters,
Elora and Mira. They have been so supportive and wonderful that I thank God every day for blessing me with them.
They have changed my life and my deepened faith.
Now we are at time of great change within our community and within the church universal. Change can be scary.
Change is hard. But it is also exciting. God is always with us in the midst of it all. That is the Rock that we hold to,
where we draw strength and joy from. God has brought us together to work side by side in the ministry of God to
this word. We are already doing that here, now is the time to continue and to keep pushing and growing.
I look forward to all of our times together, in joy and in pain, as the Body of Christ.
Grace and Peace, Jordan Gades
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125th Anniversary Committee
Members: Standing: Al Midthun, Lavonne Bowman, Pastor Darrell Pedersen, Janet Peterson Karilyn Martinson
Seated: Ruth Carlstrom, Jill Blanchette, Janet Gardner, Norma Lehmann (Chairperson), Lael Carlstrom
Not pictured: Pastor Bob and Darlene Munneke, Bob Nelson, Gus Carlstrom, Christine Bright, LeeVae Hakes
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Pastor Jim Walth
1991-1994

Pastor Erika Nilsen
1995-2001

Pastor Lance Isaacson
2001-2010

Pastor Kris K. Johnson
2002-2004

Pastor Dorothy Sand
2010-2012

Pastor Melissa Carmack
2013-2016

Pastor Douglas Larson
2000-2001

Pastor Sarah Cordray
2005-2009

Pastor Darrell J. Pedersen
2012-Present
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Worship
The music under the direction and leadership of talented and dedicated musicians
has been inspirational.
There has been an exciting blend of the traditional and the new, avoiding the
“worship wars” that other congregations have faced. New music has been
introduced, helping meet the needs of a changing society. Leaders have researched
and discovered new liturgies, hymns and songs.

Congregational
involvement

has been a
priority in
designing
meaningful
worship
experiences.

Musical groups have
included:
 Sr. Choir
 Jr. Choir
 Contemporary worship
leaders
 Confirmation singers &
instrumentalists
 Sr. High singers &
instrumentalists
 Instrumentalists
 Youth motion choir
 Sr. High Band
 Middle School Band
 Pastor Bob’s Band
 Maria Chapel Singers

Emphasis has been on selecting music the congregation can sing, rather than
concert numbers by a choir. Congregational involvement has been a priority in
designing meaningful worship experiences.
So many “assisting ministries” – altar guild, ushers, communion assistants, acolytes,
and readers – have contributed greatly to our worship life.

Communication of services has been expanded and improved, with enhanced sound
systems as well as television and radio broadcasts of our services.
Saturday night services were added to the weekly worship opportunities. And in
2012, Wednesday night worship at Maria Chapel with potluck was started; this grew
to become a prepared supper at Maria.
Wednesday night worship – combined with supper – has continued during the
school year at the church.
We offered our own “Mime” ministry.
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Youth
Many adults relate to our young people as a way of enriching their
lives. And we welcome the young peoples’ participation in the life
of the congregation.
Programs planted, grown, and expanded through the past years:


Confirmation classes are enjoyable and fun as the Word of
God and the catechism are taught. Kids are anxious to
attend, bring their friends, and work on amazing faith
projects. Adult mentors provide positive experiences. Off-site
gatherings add to the spirit.



VBS is strong, with a creative environment and strong
teaching to make an inviting experience.



Church camp staff were used to lead VBS in the 1990’s.
They now lead a day camp week for elementary age children.



Many youth have attended church camp, which is considered
an important ministry of the church. Camperships have been
offered to whoever wants to attend. And since 2013, all
students in 5th grade receive a campership to attend camp.



Milestone Ministries create a special connection with the
church at each grade level.



Tiny Tots ministry helps to grow Christian values and
knowledge of Bible stories for preschool children.



The Puppet ministry provides a special
communication of Bible stories.



We host Wednesday after school “coffee house” for
students.



Sunday School is still vibrant, with efforts to try
various schedules and formats.



National Youth Gatherings and mission trips have
involved many young people.



Cross-generational experiences provide enriching
opportunities for youth and adults.



Summer mission opportunities help youth and adults build
their faith and gain skills as they help others.



Cradle roll for preschool children nurtures our children and
their parents.



College visits and crash baskets are sent to college students,
helping them remain connected to their home church.
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First Lutheran Church

Property

We enjoy our new worship
area, offices, choir room,
bathrooms, library – a building
that works well for the mission
and life of the church.
The older part of the property
was remodeled, making it
more functional for our
teaching ministry and
community service efforts.
Our property is constantly
being maintained and

Our property is
constantly being
maintained and
upgraded, serving
as a good witness
to the community.

upgraded, serving as a good
witness to the community.
Maria Chapel serves as an
important part in our faith life
and is in “upgrade” mode.
We welcomed the donation of
a church van to more
effectively handle group
transportation.
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Leadership
Strong lay and pastoral leadership over the years.
Church Council:


This elected
group of lay
people has given
dedicated
leadership and
has grown to be a
group of 12
people

Ordained Pastors:

Lay Pastoral Ministry:



Robert Munneke



Kurt Hagestuen



Erika Nilsen



Jeanie Collins

Home congregation
for the following
ordained pastors:



Doug Larson



Debra Clark



Michael Fossen



Lance Isaacson



Karen Newton





Kris Johnson

Linda Johnson
Seyenkulo



Sarah Cordray



Douglas Paulson



Dorothy Sand





Darrell Pedersen



Melissa Carmack

Kurt Hagestuen
(currently in
seminary)

Growth
During the past 25 years, First Lutheran
has been in a growth mode in many
ways:








Membership
Financial support
Involvement in mission and ministry
(grew from “Pastoral” to
“Congregational” ministry plan)
Outreach including “muggers”
welcome gifts for visitors (First
Lutheran mug, plus an invitation to
come back)
Evangelism – members growing in

inviting friends, relatives
and neighbors to
participate
 Spiritual growth, including
Bible Study opportunities
through the Women of the
ELCA, Men in Mission,
Wine and the Word,
Men’s noon
gathering,
Wednesday Bible
Study, and forums
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Caring Ministry

Did You Know?
Dinner at Your
Door provides
meals for
members with a
death in the
family, just being
released from
hospital or other
caring situations.



Hospital, nursing home and home visits, communion visits



Parish nurse ministry, including healing services, health forums, and many
ongoing services



Befrienders (supporting those experiencing troubles or challenges)



Ministry in special family crises



Prayer shawl ministry



Overseas missions kits



Grief support



Note writing



Library ministry encourages reading on
seasonal topics and maintains a well-organized library



Dinner at Your Door provides meals for members with a death in the family, just
being released from hospital or other caring situations



Graceful Dining provides a fellowship opportunity in members’ homes

Spiritual Gifts
Recognition of the spiritual
gifts that individuals have
been given has always been
important. A coordinator was
hired to give special attention
to this ministry, which is now
done on an ongoing basis by
staff and volunteers. Spiritual
gifts from all ages are
recognized and appreciated.
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Staff












Office manager
Administrative assistant
Accountant
Custodian
Musicians
Equipping lay participants
Mutual ministry team
Volunteers recognized
Recruitment of volunteers
Nursery supervisor
Wednesday night cook

Communications







Bulletins
Newsletters
Web site
Publicity
Radio
TV

Technology





Upgrading technology and software in the
church office has enabled better data
recording for membership and financial
data
Web page
Facebook

Financial Management






Financial management and reporting updated
King’s Men count offering weekly
Financial staff assists the finance committee
Planning, gathering, reporting functioning well
Extra Mile Giving provides an opportunity to give additional
support for mission projects
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Support for the Wider Work of the Church First Lutheran Church
Growth in support of wider work of church as well as local ministries.
First Lutheran has more members involved in the wider work of the church than any
other congregation in the Synod!
Members have filled positions in the Synod as elected board members and as
treasurer; Mission Interpreter; Conference and ELCA committees; and leadership
through VLM Camps, hunger program, immigration task force, creation care
committee and other areas of mission and ministry.
Women have been elected to serve on the Synod Church Women board and
conference positions.

First Lutheran has been involved in:







First Lutheran
has more members
involved in the
wider work of the
church than any
other congregation
in the Synod!

Lutheran Social Service
Kuwaa Mission (program for Liberia)
Global missions
Haiti
Jamaica
ELCA World Hunger








Seafarer’s Ministry
Campus Ministry
Brainerd Soup Kitchen
Lutheran Colleges
Creation Care
Lutheran World Relief – quilts and
kits
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Role in the Community
Sharing our building for community projects and events.


Food ministry: Monday and Thursday meals –
coupled with Loaves and Fishes organization –
provides meals for community. Provide Wednesday
night meals
for congregation.



Commercial kitchen established to enable
further ministries.



Community Christmas Dinner, local school support,
Helping Hands to do house repairs, Habitat for
Humanity involvement.

Looking Ahead


Systems and operations always being evaluated



Safety committee active in helping make sure everyone is safe and the building has good rules and
procedures. Maintain fire extinguishers and AED kit.



Mission Endowment fund in place to help keep planning and working for extra support of congregation.

Strategic Planning
Strategic Planning is an important part of what we do!
Demographics, culture, family life, community life is always changing. Things that worked in the past
maybe don’t work as well now. Our calling is to be creative in thinking about the mission and ministry
of the congregation.
The First Lutheran Strategic Planning Committee in the 2015 Annual Report indicated that First
Lutheran is a Missional Congregation. The committee further indicated that there are three main
areas or pillars of “what we believe builds our future as a missional congregation:”
1. A Missional Church is a center of Christian spiritual growth opportunities.
2. It provides opportunities for its members to “live out” their faith by collectively and
individually serving the needs of others.
3. It is effectively organized to support its mission and ministries.
These guidelines will help guide First Lutheran in planning for the future and implementing programs
and missions to best serve the Aitkin area as we move into the next 25 years.
May God guide and bless us in providing opportunities for faith building and faith action.
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Lost and Found Pictures of the 1940’s

Lost and Found Pictures of the 1950’s
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Lost and Found Pictures of the 1960’s

Lost and Found Pictures of the 1970’s
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Lost and Found Pictures of the 1980’s

Lost and Found Pictures of the 1990’s
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Lost and Found Pictures of the 2000’s

Lost and Found Pictures of the 2010’s
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May 15, 2017
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First Lutheran Church
107 2nd St SE
Aitkin, MN 56431
(218) 927-2028
www.flc-aitkin.com
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About this book:
The first part of this book is focused on the past 25
years (1992-2017) . A special thank you goes out to
the following people for making this happen. The
narrative was written by Pastor Bob and Darlene
Munneke. Their daughter Janine Johnson did the
formatting and design work, and Jill Blanchette, our
office manager, sorted, selected and inserted all the
photos.
Lavonne Bowman and LeeVae Hakes sorted through
all the “historical record boxes” and organized, preserved and labeled them. They also put together a
wonderful display of our history.
(Pictured on page 4)

The second part of the book is a copy of the book
put together to celebrate the first 100 years (1892—
1992). This book was put together by the Centennial
Committee.

First Lutheran Church
107 ~ Second Street Southeast
Aitkin, Minnesota 56431
218.927.2028

