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First Lutheran Church 
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THE 

MESSENGER 

Mission Statement  

Welcoming all to Jesus Christ 

through inter -generational worship, 

Christian Education, local service 

and global outreach.  

 

Vision Statement  

Becoming shepherds afield, taking 

the church where sheep are pas-

tured.  

 

Church Values  

Trust and love in Jesus Christ  

Commitment to living Godôs Word 

Respect and care for all people 

Spiritual growth  

Service to the community  

STAFF 

Rev. Dorothy Sand 

(Interim Pastor) 

dorothy@flc-aitkin.com 

Pastor Erin Erkkila 

(Associate Pastor) 

office@flc-aitkin.com 

Rose Greninger 

(Temp. Office Manager) 

office @flc-aitkin.com 

Jack Gilbertson (Accountant) 

jackg@flc-aitkin.com 

Pam Husom  

(Building Coordinator) 

pam@flc-aitkin.com 

Rebecca May (Organist) 

Sonja Hagestuen  

(Choir Director) 

Tammy Clos (Newsletter) 

tammy@flc-aitkin.com 

Michele Plagman (web site) 

mplagman@usa.net 

Lynne Kellerman, Jean Prickett 

Sue Landsverk, Rebecca May,  

Diane Landstad 

(Parish Nurses) 
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 In keeping with the commitment 

to celebrate our Childrenõs Faith 

Milestones, we recognize the 

òLordõs Prayer Milestoneó. 

On Sunday, February 26th the 

following 2nd graders will lead the 

congregation in the Lordõs Prayer. 

MEN  

Northeastern MN Menôs Retreat on 

March 2nd and 3rd at Lord of Life Lu-

theran in Baxter/Brainerd  See Insert 

WOMEN  

ñReal Money Talk of Womenò  

Offered by Thrivent Financial, Doug Collins 

Tuesday, Feb., 21 @ 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

at the 40 Club 

RSVP by February 17 

See Insert 

Ashlyn Berg  

Alexandra Brucker  

Anna Carlson  

Jacob Espeseth  

Aliyah Fayaz  

Jesse Goettig  

Joey Haasken  

Alaina Hagestuen  

Luke Moen  

Olivia Orlowski  

Lauren Ratz  

Melana Ryan  

Brenna Schmalz  

Craig Visnovec  
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Dear People of God at First Lutheran 

Church 

Musicians and planners our worship service will 

be one of ñHighlightingò, bringing to mind the 

very work that God has indeed done since July 

1st of 2010.   It will be a celebration of the gifts, 

the joys, some sorrows and laments that have 

taken place.  We will lift some of them up, 

remember them, have a relevant Scripture lesson 

and a hymn to ñhighlightò and give thanks for 

each.  We will pray about the many, many 

things that have occurred.   Keep in mind we 

will not be able, in the allotted time of a worship 

service, to remember and lift up all that has 

happened in the life of First Lutheran.  We have 

actually chosen about 13-14 significant 

events.  For a written document of all that 

has gone on, please check out the Annual 

Report and/or the Annual 

Yearbook.  Reading one or both of these will 

amaze you! 

I look forward to the remaining weeks with you 

as your Interim Pastor.  It has been both a 

wonderful challenge for me to serve the people 

here and a thrilling sense of how God does 

indeed work for the good of all people and for 

the furthering of his Word to be spread in our 

community and throughout the world.  I can 

only surmise what kind of exciting plans God 

has in store for you in the coming months and 

years as you seek to do Godôs will in Godôs 

world.  Again, I will say, each of you, 

NO  exceptions,  have been a profound blessing 

to me.  I give thanks for each of you.  I have 

grown in my understanding of so many things 

since I have come to First Lutheran, not the least 

of which is contemporary worship and the use of 

screens in worship.  This is the first church I 

have served with this type of technology and I 

am grateful to have had this experience. 

God goes with you as you continue this 

important work of telling the world about the 

good news of Jesus Christ. 

Pastor D 

Each time I begin a new Intentional Interim Call 

to a church, while there is a lot that goes on and 

is done during an interiméthe bottom line is 

that my assignment is actually to work towards 

eliminating ME .  My call is to do whatever it 

may take to bring the church I am assigned to 

work with, through the Intentional  Interim 

processes and to prepare the congregation, the 

people and ministries to first  be ready to begin 

the Call Process and then to lead and facilitate 

the means to Calling a permanent Pastor to lead 

them into the next chapter/s of their 

ministry as the people of God. 

Well, it looks like, at least in this 

department I have been successful 

(although there are way too many people to 

name that had a hand and a piece in 

accomplishing this).   First Lutheran Church has 

called a Pastor.  Pastor Darrell Pedersen has 

accepted the invitation, the call, to serve as your 

next Pastoral Leader beginning on March 

1.  This is such good news to me.  It is such 

Good News for you and for Pastor Pedersen.  I 

see wondrous things in the future for the 

members and community at First Lutheran.  I 

pray for each of you to continue in the faith you 

have in God and to support your new Pastor as 

well as the ministries already vibrant in this 

community. 

So very many people and committees have been 

instrumental in both sustaining the ministries 

here and also in bringing us to this point, ready 

to go on into the future with joy and 

excitement.  After all, we are doing the Lordôs  

Work, we are about the Good News of Jesus 

Christ.  We are all the hands and feet and eyes, 

ears and voice for our Lord.  Sometimes, 

especially in an Interim Church, we can lose 

sight of what has indeed gone on, for our 

church, in the last 20 months.  Soéon February 

12, with the help of the Contemporary 
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Ministry opportunities at 

First Lutheran:  
 

If you would like to participate in worship 

services, call any of the following peopleð

and volunteer. Training provided.  

Lector (reading the scripture):  

Jayne Anderson (927-6632) 

Communion assistant:  

Marcia Hyytinen (927-6938) or  

Lorraine Johnson (927-4656) 

 

Worship assistant:  

Linda Hommes (549-3221) 

Usher: Rich Liljenquist (927-3082) 

Childrenôs sermon: Pastor Dorothy  

(927-2028) 

Choir : Sonja Hagestuen (927-2811) 

Sound technician: Doug Landsverk  

(927-2381) 

Powerpoint: Chuck Pettersen  

(927-6176) 

Worship Committee: Rebecca May  

(927-3481) 

Contemporary worship song leaders/

musicians : Doug Landsverk (927-2381) 

Hymn selections: Linda Delaney  

(927-6237) 

Altar Guild : Mary Peterson (927-6820) 

Communion for homebound: 

Karen Newton (218-839-1377) 

Please call me back Iôm one of those people 

who regularly call for lectors, communion 

assistants, kitchen help, worship assistants, 

Sunday coffee hour help, etc. If youôre not 

home, I leave a message on your answering 

machine. It would be most helpful if you 

would return my phone call with a yes or noð

then Iôll know you received my message and 

it will save me more phone calls. Thank you 

for making my volunteer job much easier! 

call me 

Dear Friends at First Lutheran, 

As we ride the coattails of January (and a pretty mild 

one at that) into February, now is a good time to con-

sider who we are as Christians, and to what are we 

called.  For basic to the Lutheran tradition is the idea 

of vocation.  All of usðeach and every oneðare 

called by God to our work in the world.  The Lu-

theran understanding of vocation is much larger than 

that of Catholic understanding, in which it means 

those called to the religious life. 

But for Lutherans, we all have a vocation, no matter 

what we do or where we are in 

our lives.  The priesthood of all 

believers was a point of focus for 

Martin Luther.  He claimed that 

the true priest- hood of the 

Church was the priesthood of all 

believers.  By virtue of our baptism, we are all or-

dained as priests of the Church of Jesus Christ. 

Pretty heady, isnôt it?  But when we can see ourselves 

as Godôs own ministers in the world, we are honored 

by this great commission God has bestowed on us.  

And we are humbled by the great responsibility God 

has given us to make known the good news of Godôs 

love for all people. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Erin 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!  

Pastor Darrell Pedersenôs installa-

tion by the Synod at First Lutheran 

Church will be Sunday, March 11 

at the 10:30 worship. 

NO 8:00 SERVICE! 

Sunday School will still be from 

9:15 to 10:15 and Fellowship at 

9:00 am. 


